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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 18393 
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SUBJECT: BREZHNEV'S HEALTH 

REF: MOSCOW 18240 

1 . DURING DECEMBER 21 MEETING WITH CANDIDATE POLITBURO 
MEMBER AND CC SECRETARY PONOMAREV, AMBASSADOR ASKED ABOUT 
HEALTH OF BREZHNEV, SUSLOV AND KOSYGIN, WHO WERE ABSENT 
FROM RSFSR SUPREME SOVIET MEETING THAT DAY. AMBASSADOR 
NOTED THAT ACCORDING TO SOME WESTERN PRESS ACCOUNTS, 

MR. BREZHNEV HAD THE FLU, ALTHOUGH THE AMBASSADOR 
DOUBTED THERE WAS ANY REAL BASIS FOR SUCH ACCOUNTS. 

2. PONOMAREV RESPONDED THAT SUSLOV'S ABSENCE "MEANT 
NOTHING;" PONOMAREV HAD SEEN SUSLOV ON DECEMBER 20 AND 
WAS SCHEDULED TO MEET WITH HIM ON THE 22ND. 

3. REGARDING BREZHNEV, PONOMAREV SAID HE WAS NOT A 
DOCTOR AND DID NOT KNOW IF BREZHNEV HAD THE FLU. BUT 
PONOMAREV UNDERSTOOD THAT BREZHNEV'S DOCTORS HAD 
ADVISED THAT HE STAY INDOORS FOR A TIME. BREZHNEV 
WAS "SIGNING DOCUMENTS," HOWEVER, SUCH AS THE 
GREETINGS (PRINTED IN THE CENTRAL PRESS DECEMBER 21) 
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FROM BREZHNEV TO A MEETING AT KAZAN UNIVERSITY. 

(PONOMAREV SAID NOTHING ABOUT KOSYGIN S HEALTH OR 
WHEREABOUTS). 

TOON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FIEALTFI 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 22-Dec-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MOSCOW18393 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770477-0903 

Format: TEL 
From: MOSCOW 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19771226/aaaaavze.tel 

Line Count: 59 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 5c1449fe-c188-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 MOSCOW 18240 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 147117 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BREZHNEVYS HEALTH 
TAGS: PINT, UR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/5c1 449fe-c1 88-ddl 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



